Greetings!

Hi, my name is Paul Blackstone. I am the principal, special education director and superintendent at Scotland School. It is an honor and pleasure to share with you some of the exciting things we have planned for the 2010-2011 school year. To begin with teachers will be back starting August 25th. The first day back to school celebration is on August 30th. Parents will have a chance to meet with administration, board members and staff at 9am followed by a school-wide assembly and raffle. The SEAT and the PTO have planned many fun activities for students on the first day back to school. This includes two bouncy rooms, face-painting, Bella the Clown and a hamburger lunch prepared on the grill. 

We have many exciting things to report to you about this year. To begin with we have a new teacher in preschool. Her name is Mrs. Julie Conley. We also have a new financial assistant/secretary in the main office. Her name is Mrs. Betty Littmann. She will be a welcome addition in the front office. The Scotland Board also approved the addition of a part-time health position, which will be filled by our physical education teacher, Ms. Karen Schenck. We have also increased the music, and remedial reading positions as well. 

For the 2009-2010 school year we made Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) in all areas on the CMT’s. Below is a copy of the Scotland School Plan, which includes an analysis of the Connecticut Mastery Test (CMT’S). Overall, fifth and sixth grade scores showed good growth. The number of students at goal in third through sixth grade in math increased 10% compared to last year. However, the number of third and fourth grade students at goal needs to improve.

I want to thank our custodial staff for working so hard to get the school ready. The gym floor has been refinished, walls painted and new bulletin strips installed. We also have a new reading area in the library in memory of Mrs. Smith. Also a new shade pavilion for preschoolers and the new sign in front of the school that Mr. Bob Wasel has been working on is almost completed. The preschool report card will be on Power-school this year. We will also implement a new feature, which allows parents to access their child’s grades and monitor their progress throughout the year to include assigned homework.

Preschool and kindergarten will have their annual picnic from 11-12Noon on August 25th. . Our annual “ Family Open House” will be on September 21st and the first teacher-parent conference is on November 4th and 5th. Students in 4th-6th grade will attend Discovery Camp during September and October. There will be a presentation on September 8th at 6pm at the school on Discovery Camp. Sixth graders will attend Nature’s Classroom during April 2011.

Remember that the CMTs will be administered in March 2010 for second through sixth grade students. Please try not to arrange vacations during this timeframe. We will have the CMT After School Program on Tuesdays from November through February 2011 for third through sixth graders to further focus on improving student learning in the core academic areas. All students are encouraged to attend. We will continue the Academic Excellence Club for 1st-6th grade students based on the SRBI Model as well. I am the district IX Coordinator for equity, harassment and sexual harassment issues. You may also contact the Connecticut Commission on Human Rights and Opportunities (Tel: 800-447-5737) or the Office for Civil Rights (OCR) (617-289-0111). 

Again, welcome back! We look forward to working with you and your child(ren) this year as we strive to sustain continued improvements at Scotland School. My door is always open and I welcome your feedback, questions and or concerns.

Sincerely, 

Dr. Paul Blackstone

